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WHITE SWISS WORLD’S
New White Swiss Shepherd Owner Manual
So you want a White Swiss 
Shepherd, or you’ve already 
bought one...well buckle up, 
cowboy, cause here comes a 
crash course on owning one of 
these dogs!

ABOUT THE BREED
White Swiss Shepherds are 
direct descendants of the 
German Shepherd, and while 
they share some similarities, 
they are not identical. The WSS 
is generally a social companion, 
as the FCI standard calls them, 
“friendly, but discreet.” They are 
also a great sport companion, 
and can make an ideal partner 
for the “weekend warrior,” 
because they won’t make you 
crazy if they don’t get worked/
trained/exercised everyday, but 
are still happy to work when it’s 
asked of them. No matter if you 
like to spend your weekends 
hiking, biking, or competing 
in dog sports, the White Swiss 

Shepherd is happy to be going 
with you. During the week, he 
is content with some shorter 
enrichment, such as games of 
fetch, short training sessions, 
or going for a walk around the 
neighborhood. As a shepherd 
breed, socialization is extremely 
important for developing a 
confident dog, and training 
should be started young, 
though they are generally easy 
to train. The breed’s double 
coat leads to an obnoxious 
amount of shedding, and hair 
will become a part of everything 
you do should you decide this 
is the breed for you. You cannot 
expect your walks to be quick 
or quiet, because people will 
frequently stop you to comment 
on your dog’s beauty and ask 
what breed they are. You’ll find 
yourself repeating “White Swiss 
Shepherd” to every passerby, 
and often multiple times before 
they understand that, no, your 

dog is not a German Shepherd 
nor a husky nor a wolf or 
wolfdog. 

EVALUATE YOUR 
LIFESTYLE
White Swiss Shepherds have a 
lot of variation in temperament, 
so it is important to evaluate 
your lifestyle as you begin 
to dive deeper into breeder 
research. If you are seeking a 
high energy hiking companion, 
a breeder that focuses on a 
sport or working dog would 
provide a better match than a 
breeder that focuses on easier 
to handle, more laid back 
dogs for shows or therapy 
work. However, if you would 
prefer a sociable, more laid 
back companion, a breeder 
focusing on shows and/or 
therapy work may be a perfect 
match! Ultimately, because of 
the variation, you can likely find 
a great dog to suit your needs, 
but you must know what you 
are seeking and be willing to 
have honest conservations with 
breeders about what it is you’re 
looking for.

CHOOSING A BREEDER
Step one, if you haven’t already, 
choosing a breeder is the most 
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important step. It is important 
that any White Swiss Shepherd 
breeder health tests their stock 
for, at minimum, hip dysplasia, 
elbow dysplasia, Multi Drug 
Resistance 1 (MDR1), and 
Degenerative Myelopathy 
(DM). Health testing is different 
from a standard vet check. Hip 
and elbow scores are granted 
from various organizations, 
OFA in the USA, FCI in most 
European countries, and BVA 
in the UK and Australia. These 
organizations each look at actual 
x-rays in order to determine 
ratings, which is the only way to 
accurately diagnose dysplasia. 
Furthermore, MDR1 and DM 
testing are genetic testing, and 
saliva or a blood sample must 
be sent to one of the various 
clinics worldwide. Before 
purchasing a puppy from any 
breeder, ask for documentation 
proving the parents’ hip and 
elbow scores, as well as their 
MDR1 and DM status (carriers 
are fine, but a carrier must be 
bred to a clear dog). It is ideal 
if a potential breeder also 
titles their stock in something, 
whether it be conformation dog 
shows, performance sports, 
or working titles. Titles prove 
the breeder is dedicated to 
not only their stock, but also 
to the breed. Alternatively, if 
you wish to spend less time 
researching and more time with 
your new potential puppy, visit 
whiteswissworld.com/breeders-
directory for a list of breeders 
who health test their stock and 
have clear breeding goals. 

BRINGING YOUR PUPPY 
HOME
It is important to remember that 
while you have been excitedly 

anticipating the arrival or pick 
up of your new companion, you 
are a stranger to him/her. Don’t 
panic if your new puppy takes 
a little time to warm up to their 
new life. Afterall, they are still 
young and have left everything 
they’ve ever known behind. 
You can help them adjust by 
maintaining low expectations, 
giving them a couple days to 
decompress before inviting 
everyone over to see the cute 
white ball of fluff, and keeping 
a toy or blanket that smells like 
their mom and littermates in 
their crate at nighttime. 

POTTY TRAINING
Remember that your puppy’s 
bladder is not fully developed, 
and they will need very frequent 
potty breaks. Us humans 
tend to forget just how often 
puppies need out! Most, if 
not all, reputable breeders 
will have done some level 
of potty training with their 
puppies before sending them 
home. Be sure to converse with 
the breeder to find out what 
schedule your puppy has been 
on, and write it here:

NIGHT BREAKS:
1._________
2._________
3._________

DAY BREAKS:
1._________
2._________
3._________
4._________
5._________
6._________

Be sure not to give your puppy 
food or water within about an 
hour of their bed time. As a rule 
of thumb, a puppy can hold it 
1 hour per month of age, plus 
1. So for an 8 week old puppy, 
that’s roughly 3 hours. However, 
a puppy’s water and food 
intake and play can change the 
schedule. Your puppy should 
always go out 15-30 minutes 
after a meal, a big drink, or the 
start of playtime. Never scold 
your puppy for pottying in the 
house, as this is your fault for 
not taking them out sooner, not 
the puppy’s fault for pottying 
when they needed to go. Yelling 
at or scolding puppies only 
convinces them that they cannot 
potty in front of you, not that 
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pottying in the house is bad. 
Remember to take your puppy 
out often, and reward them for 
pottying outside. 

SOCIALIZATION
White Swiss Shepherds require 
a lot of positive and neutral 
exposure to various stimuli 
when they are puppies. The 
first socialization period ends 
at 12 weeks, so after they are 

comfortable in your home, 
it is important to expose to 
many novel things. HOWEVER, 
no exposure is always better 
than bad exposure. Try to 
only take your new puppy to 
places where you or a trainer 
can control the environment. 
The best places for puppy 
socialization are dog friendly 
but not packed stores, puppy 
training classes, competitive 
dog events that allow spectator 

dogs, a friend’s house if their 
dog(s) is/are well mannered, or 
dog friendly parks. Ideally you’ll 
be able to separate yourself 
and your puppy from the bulk 
of the action. Do not take your 
puppy to dog parks without 
rules, as most people are too 
clueless to properly control their 
dog, and you cannot control 
the environment at all. Avoid 
overwhelming your puppy by 

within buildings, elevators, and 
so on). 

The next major socialization 
window ends at about 6 months 
old. At this phase, they are less 
sensitive than at 3-12 weeks, but 
still more sensitive than they will 
be as mature dogs. It’s advisable 
to maintain socialization, but 
you can start to give the dog 
a bit more freedom to interact 

keeping distance between you 
and anything the puppy *might* 
have a negative reaction to 
(people, dogs, and loud noises 
are extremely common fears in 
dogs). At this age, it’s best not 
to let many, if any, people pet 
your puppy while you’re out 
and about, and instead simply 
allow them to observe people, 
dogs, and everything else in the 
normal human world (cars, fire 
trucks, horses, various surfaces 

with it’s environment. However, 
always be careful with dogs 
you don’t know, because not 
everyone truly knows their dog’s 
temperament. Instead, allow 
play sessions with dogs owned 
by dog knowledgeable people, 
or that you’ve had firsthand 
experience with. 

FEAR PERIODS
White Swiss Shepherds can go 
through multiple fear periods 
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as they are growing. One week 
your puppy may be fine, and 
the next week they’re scared 
of a dumpster they’ve seen on 
every walk. Do not push your 
puppy if they develop a sudden 
fear, and instead let them 
decide to investigate, or not, on 
their own terms. Fear periods 
are often recognizable when a 
puppy shows fear to something 
that hasn’t bothered it before. 
Give your dog a break during 
this time, and avoid any stressful 
or challenging environments 
until their confidence returns. 

Sometimes, when a dog begins 
to show signs of fear or a 
negative reaction to a stimulus, 
people freak out and think their 
dog needs to be “fixed,” and 
then they start focusing on 
fixing the percieved issue, which 
often times only makes the issue 
worse. If your dog appears to 
be in a fear period, stay home 
and train some basic commands 
and play fetch and tug with 
them. Give them a week off and 
then try again. Bring a positive 
reinforcer like a really great treat 
or their favorite toy. After they 
notice the stimulus again, give 
them a jackpot reward with the 
treats or toy. If the puppy shows 
significant improvement, they 
were likely only going through 
one of these fear periods and 
there’s no need to worry. I 
promise your dog is not broken 
because it got scared and 
barked at a trash can. 

However, if your puppy sees 
the stimulus and has another 
negative reaction, I would 
advise giving them some more 
time and focusing on other 
things for the time being. In a 

few more weeks, try again and 
see what the reaction is. If it’s 
still negative or fearful, it’s time 
to enlist a behaviorist to assist 
in helping you help your dog 
through it’s fear.

EXERCISING YOUR WSS
White Swiss Shepherds are, 
in general, active dogs who 
require exercise to feel content. 
Luckily, most of the breed is 
also highly ball motivated, and 
a quick game of fetch in the 
back yard can often do the trick. 
However, not every dog is a 
total ball obsessed maniac, so 
we have to come up with other 
ideas. White Swiss Shepherds 
often enjoy swimming, and 
swimming can provide excellent 
low impact exercise for your 
WSS at any age. However, 
you do need to be careful of 
water intoxication and check 
your area for local toxic algaes 
which may be present in natural 
bodies of water. Alternatively, 
hiking is a great way to bond 
with your dog, and exercise 
both the dog and yourself! 
Also keep in mind the age of 
your dog when considering 

exercising options. Since his/
her growth plates do not finish 
closing until 18-24 months, 
it is advisable to stay away 
from high impact or “forced” 
(meaning on leash, no option 
but to keep going) exercise. 
For young dogs (8 weeks to 6 
months), usually playing with 
other dogs or tug and fetch 
with you is enough while they 
are still growing and taking 
frequent naps. As they start to 
get older, start with short hikes 
of maybe 1-2 miles and build up 
distance. Or, alternatively, start 
with short swimming sessions of 
roughly 15-20 minutes and build 
duration over time. To avoid 
injury, it’s best to keep exericise 
fairly limited in the beginning, 
as their growth plates are still 
open and they are still builiding 
muscles. At 18-24 months, 
exercise can be more strenuous 
as the dog has finished growing 
and built up muscles to handle 
more challenging exercise such 
as starting agility, biking, etc.
Always make sure your dog 
has plenty of water available, 
that the weather is reasonable, 
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and watch for any signs of 
discomfort or overexertion.

TRAINING YOUR WSS
White Swiss Shepherds are 
highly intelligent, and generally 
very biddable and willing to 
please. Regardless, training 
started young will provide the 
foundation of a well behaved 
dog. It is recommended to 
find a local trainer to work with 
either in group classes or private 
sessions. Training is complicated 
and must be tailored to the 
individual dog and person to 
meet their needs. White Swiss 
Shepherds generally respond 
well to a rewards-based training 
program which implements 
clear, fair expectations. Steer 
away from trainers who use 
force to train dogs as the 
White Swiss Shepherd’s sweet, 
sensitive nature can be severely 
damaged by over-corrective 
training (that’s not to say they 
can’t be corrected, but it must 
be well timed and sparingly). 

Outside of regular training, 
White Swiss Shepherds also 
excel in a wide range of dog 
sports, including obedience, 
agility, nosework, dock diving, 
tracking, and more. WSS have 
also been widely successful as 
Search and Rescue dogs. To 
get involved, look up your local 
obedience club and see what 
they offer! Even if they don’t 
have the sport you’re looking 
for, you can network with the 
people who volunteer with the 
club (most clubs are run by 
people who compete with their 
dogs). Often times, entering a 
class for a different sport will 
require basic obedience anyway, 
so it’s good to start there. 

Notice White Swiss Shepherd, 
Furrari, carrying Issue #2 
of WHITE SWISS WORLD 
magazine. In addition to 
obedience and dog sports, 
White Swiss Shepherds are 
great at learning tricks, so you 
can easily impress your friend’s 
with Fido’s skills!

THE AMERICAN 
REGISTRATION 
SITUATION
In the USA, the White Swiss 
Shepherd is in a unique 
registration situation. The 

only registering body. White 
Swiss Shepherds can maintain 
FCI registration through the 
Federacion Canofila de Puerto 
Rico (FCPR), however this 
does not offer any competitive 
avenues without first leaving 
the country (and unfortunately 
the Canadian Kennel Club also 
does not recognize the WSS). 
For competitive purposes, 
many breeders and owners 
will register with the United 
Kennel Club (UKC) which calls 
the White Swiss Shepherd the 
White Shepherd because UKC 

USA has multiple registration 
bodies, however the American 
Kennel Club (AKC) is the most 
prevalent, but they do not 
recognize the White Swiss 
Shepherd, and instead will 
take FCI WSS registration and 
change the breed to German 
Shepherd. DO NOT DO THIS! 
Every WSS registered as a 
German Shepherd with AKC 
is only delaying the eventual 
recognition of the WSS as a 
separate and unique breed 
with AKC. Thankfully for us in 
the USA, the AKC is not the 

recognized the breed in 1999, 
whereas FCI recognized the 
breed in 2003. UKC also issues 
pedigrees, and will list UKC 
titles earned in the pedigree, 
which makes it favorable as 
opposed to sport-specific 
organizations like USDAA, UKI, 
CPE, C-WAGS, so on and so 
forth which will list your dog 
as a White Shepherd or White 
Swiss Shepherd, but will not 
issue pedigrees.

The ultimate hope would be to 
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someday gain AKC recogniton 
and for this to cease to be such 
a divisive issue in the breed, but 
until that happens, we are stuck 
in a sticky situation.

USEFUL TIPS
We have gathered a list of 
useful tips from White Swiss 
Shepherd owners and breeders 
to share here, see below:

“Find a good trainer and do not 
listen to 100 different advice on 
social media.” - Linda J.

“Use crates! Make the crate a 
safe space for the dog.” 
- Gisele T.

“My #1 rule for a puppy is to let 
them be a puppy.” 
- Jennifer H.

“How it is absolutely so 
important to expose your new 
puppy to everything from 
sounds to funny objects.” 
- Mackenzie C.

“Get right into socialization 
and desensitization. Make a 
checklist and set goals for each 
week. If you look at everything 
in front of you as a new training 
opportunity, the opportunities 
can be endless!” - Bana S.

“The tip I always give my 
babies’ owners: socialization, 
socialization, socialization, mind 
work to build confidence and 
lots of love because they are 
dogs with an incredible bond to 
the owner.” - Andreia D.

“COVID has made socializing 
puppies more difficult, but 
there are few things you can 
do at home too.  Let the puppy 

experience as many textures 
and sounds as possible. 
Introduce textures like tile, 
carpet, metal, cardboard, and 
as for sounds storm, traffic, 
construction, fireworks…” 
- Missy L.

“Take the time to learn to 
speak dog. Doing so will vastly 
improve your relationship 
with your puppy and minimize 
frustration for you and stress on 
your puppy.” - Kiah M.

ABOUT WHITE SWISS 
WORLD
WHITE SWISS WORLD is the 
only White Swiss Shepherd 
magazine, and also offers an 
online store for true White Swiss 
Shepherd merch (no German 
Shepherds here!). WHITE SWISS 
WORLD was established in 
mid-2021 by Skylar Copeland, 
owner of White Swiss Shepherd 
kennel, Fireside Fernweh. 
The goal of WHITE SWISS 
WORLD is to promote the 
White Swiss Shepherd breed, 
provide relevant informative 
and entertaining content via 
the quarterly magazine, and to 
provide WSS owners with true 
White Swiss Shepherd apparel 
and accessories. 

As a thank you for downloading 
our New White Swiss Shepherd 
Owner’s Manual, please use 
code “NEW-WSS-OWNER” to 
save 20% when your subtotal 
is $50.00 or more. Works on all 
products. No expiration date. 
Limited one use per customer. 
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